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Grand Challenges 2018

4th to 8th June, Streatham Campus

Climate change: mitigation, adaptation or geo-
engineering?
Food for thought: securing sustainable food 
systems in the 21st century
Global security: confronting the complex 
security challenges of the future
Mental health: the treatment gap
Ocean Plastic: turning the tide through the 
circular economy
Gender Inequality: creating a language of equal 
rights for the 21st century



Grand Challenges explained

Supports Education Strategy, themes link to Research 
and Impact Strategy.

Research-inspired, inquiry-led, PBL, innovative, 
student-led, interdisciplinary, non-academic 
engagement, employability-related, global citizenship, 
Sustainable Development Goals, Education for 
Sustainable Development.

Supported by leading academics, PG facilitators and 
external specialists, students carry out group research 
to address their challenge.

By producing their real-world solution, students feel like 
they make a difference.

On the final day students present their work to judges 
and showcase their outputs in an open exhibition.



Grand Challenges

Is
Open to ALL year groups

Is NOT
Compulsory
Credit-bearing

An interdisciplinary, inquiry-led learning experience



Outputs

Posters
Apps
Blogs
Campaigns
Videos
Games
Policy docs
Reports
Activities



Why students want to do GC

● To improve transferrable 
skills

● To enhance their CV
● They feel passionate 

about the topic
● To experience relevance 

of University learning to 
the outside world

● To meet other students
● To work in an 

interdisciplinary way 



What students get out of it
● The sense of achievement
● Working in a like-minded 

team of people passionate 
about the same topic

● Being in control of the 
direction of their output

● The interdisciplinary nature 
of their group

● Exploring a topic outside of 
their discipline

● Interacting with external 
speakers



What is a MOOC?
The picture can't be displayed.



FutureLearn Pedagogy 

Celebrate Progress

Call to Action

Provoking 
conversation 

Story Telling

Education for 
Employability

Student Led Learning

Interdisciplinarity

Research Led 
Education

Grand Challenges Pedagogy



153,359 registrations

87,258 learners

10 MOOCs

Existing Exeter MOOC courses

From over 132 countries

The picture can't be displayed.



Exeter Students’ Experiences



This year’s MOOCs
The picture can't be displayed.

The picture can't be displayed.

The Many Faces of 
Chinese Culture: Conflict 
and Convergence

Ting Guo, Zhiguang Yin, 
Yue Zhuang

Ten Things you Need to Know 
About the Circular Economy

Peter Hopkinson, Michele Miller, 
Stefano Pascucci, Steffen Boehm, 
Allen Alexander, David Monciardini, 
and Stephen Hickman

Cornwall Grand 
Challenges: Food For 
Thought

Chris Laing and Nicole 
Goodey

Global Urban Futures

Clive Barnett, Federico 
Caprotti



Activity: Developing a course

“Eating behaviour and how to change it”
● Plan the first week of this course - descriptions are on each table

○ What is the story you are telling?

○ What mix of activities will you include?, How will you present the learning content?

○ How will you provoke conversation?

○ How will progress be celebrated?



Ø Visit the Incubator Website at 
www.exeter.ac.uk/teaching-
excellence

Ø Email:  
educationincubator@exeter.ac.uk

Ø Twitter:  @UoEEduInc

Ø Those interested in becoming an 
Education Incubator fellow next year 
must submit their proposal by May 
11th.

● The Education Incubator is offering up 
to 10 bursaries to attend this year’s 
conference at the University of 
Bristol, 11-12th July.

● The call for papers for the 
conference closes on the 14th May

● For further details, see our Website. 

http://www.exeter.ac.uk/teaching-excellence
mailto:educationincubator@exeter.ac.uk

